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August 1st, 2018
Dear Editor,

Please find enclosed a manuscript entitled “A fluorogenic peptide cleavage assay to screen for proteolytic activity on cleavage site motifs: Applications for coronavirus spike protein activation” by Javier A. Jaimes, Jean K. Millet, Monty E. Goldstein, Gary R. Whittaker and Marco R. Straus for submission of an original research article in the Journal of Visualized Experiments. 
In our manuscript we present a novel and unique technique to test the proteolytic cleavage of peptide substrates by various proteases utilizing a rapid fluorogenic peptide cleavage assay. We demonstrate the benefits of this method by investigating the cleavage of peptides mimicking the cleavage site motif of viral fusion proteins and provide examples how the described fluorogenic peptide cleavage assay can assist the evaluation of potential public health risks posed by newly emerging viruses such as Middle East Respiratory Syndrome coronaviruses or influenza. However, the method is also of interest to other research investigating interactions between proteases and their proteolytic substrates.  
We think our manuscript is of considerable interest, and would be a suitable and timely publication in the Journal of Visualized Experiments. 
Sincerely,
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Marco R. Straus
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