Rodent Research Script		11/28/18
NASA research involving work with animals strictly adheres to all Federal regulations and requirements.
(6 sec)


A) Every day, video of the animals inside the habitats is examined by trained staff to monitor the health and well-being of the rodents. 

B) Guidance and oversight for all work involving animals is provided by an attending veterinarian.

C) Infrared imaging is used to see animals inside the habitats during the dark phase of the light/dark cycle, when mice are typically most active. 

D) This camera view shows food bars at the top of the frame, an access door and window on the left, and infrared lighting on the right.

E) The water source is outside the camera view, behind the food bars in this view.
(34 sec.)



F) This is the Ground control habitat on Day 2 of the study, during the dark phase of the light/dark cycle.

G) This habitat is oriented on Earth with the waste tray at the bottom of the cage. The camera view is looking downwards along the gravity vector.
(17 sec.)


H) The animal closest to the camera is sitting on top of the food bars eating.
(5 sec.)


I) There are five mice in this habitat, although only a few are usually observed at one time. 

J) Mice tend to prefer enclosed, nest-like places such as the recessed space between the food bars and the cage wall, where they are seen congregating in this view. 

K) This is also the location of the water source.
(19 sec.)


L) The mice are ambulating, grooming, and showing social interactions that are typical behaviors for mice on Earth.
(9 sec.)


M) Mice use all six walls of the habitat to freely move around, and are observed frequently climbing up and down the walls.
(9 sec.)


N) This is the Flight Habitat, on Day 2 of the study, during the dark phase of the light/dark cycle, when mice are typically most active.
(10 sec.)


O) During spaceflight, as on Earth, the mice move around the habitat using all six sides of the cage.

P) The mice actively explore and ambulate throughout the habitat and exhibit the same behaviors as mice on Earth including eating, drinking, grooming and social interactions. 
(22 sec.)


Q) Mice used different methods to propel themselves about the compartment.

R) Early during the flight, the mice were typically seen using their forelimbs to “pull” themselves along the wire mesh. Later during the flight, the mice tended to use all four limbs to run across the wire grid lining the habitat.

S) The mice also move by ‘floating’ from one location to another.
(19 sec.)


[bookmark: _GoBack]T) As the mice acclimated to the habitat during the Rodent Research-1 study, they not only became adept at moving about the compartment, but also learned to anchor themselves to the walls using their tails and/or paws.
(13 sec.)
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