Reply to editors (02-05-2018)
Editorial comments:

1. The manuscript is formatted as per journal's style. Please retain the same.
In the revised version, we left the journal’s style intact.

2. Please address specific comments marked in the manuscript.
Specific comments were addressed in the revised version.

3. The title of the manuscript shows a match to a part of your previously published manuscript. Please reword the title.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We’ve entered this title in our search engines and there was no match with a previously published manuscript of our institution. You might find a book chapter with a similar formulation, though this isn’t a manuscript of our research department. The authors, however, do cite the article of professor Lumen (reference 9 in our manuscript). We believe this manuscript title is most appropriate.

4. All the commercial names have been removed from the manuscript as JoVE cannot publish manuscripts containing commercial language. This includes trademark symbols (™), registered symbols (®), and company names before an instrument or reagent. Please check.
All commercial names have indeed been removed, which is ok. However, some crucial names have been removed as well and we’ve replaced these as they weren’t of any commercial nature. Jones scissors, a Kocher clamp and Mayo-Stille scissors are types of instruments without any commercial connotation – these names represent the technical specifications of the instrument. It’s important to leave these details in the protocol as different types of instruments provide different types of dissection possibilities. To summarize, we’ve added the following in the revised manuscript: ‘Jones scissors’, ‘a Kocher clamp’, ‘Mayo-Stille scissors’, ‘silk sutures’ and ‘polyglactin 910 sutures’. Note that we’ve replaced the commercial names of the wires by the name of the material.
 
5. Please remove trademark (™) and registered (®) symbols from the Table of Equipment and Materials.
Removed.

6. Please obtain explicit copyright permission to reuse any figures from a previous publication. Explicit permission can be expressed in the form of a letter from the editor or a link to the editorial policy that allows re-prints. Please upload this information as a .doc or .docx file to your Editorial Manager account. The Figure must be cited appropriately in the Figure Legend, i.e. “This figure has been modified from [citation].” Please ignore if figures as the original.
All figures and tables are original.

7. Please discuss all figures in the Representative Results in order. However, for figures showing the experimental set-up, please reference them in the Protocol
In the revised manuscript, references in the text were included for all tables and figures.
