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	1
	text
	The article talks about euthanasia at 3 & 7 days, but also speaks of 21 day samples.  It is unclear that the animals were carried for that long, and with SCI that would seem a extraordinary welfare concern to be unable to ambulate for 3 plus weeks.  Issue of eating. drinking for long term studies and how welfare concerns were addressed would be an expectation.  I realize it was IACUC approved, but for readers, understanding more than a committee decision but a clear understanding on how the animal was support for so many weeks would be a necessary welfare statement.

	
	We recommend clarifying this concern in the text protocol.
1. Author Response:
2. Added a sentence in the text (see another comment file for same. 
 
	Mice were sacrificed at a different time interval (i.e. day 3, 7, 21 and 35) after SCI as well as in the control group. Mice with complete SCI can walk using their forelimbs and approach the food and water without any reservation or difficulties.     

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


