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Submission for the JoVE
“Laparoscopic low anterior resection (LLAR) with total mesorectal excision (TME) for rectal cancer.” by

Hao Feng, Zhi-hai Mao, Wen-qing Feng, Jing-kun Zhao, Cong-cong Zhu, Xiao-hui Shen, Wolfgang E. Thasler, Ai-guo Lu, Min-hua Zheng 
Dear Dr. Myers, Dear reviewers, 
First of all, Thanks for the invitation.

Please kindly find attached our manuscript which we would like to submit to JoVE. 
Laparoscopic LAR has been established in our surgical center for more than ten years, it is nice to have the chance to share our visualized protocol to the readers and colleagues around the world.

To date, not only routine laparoscopic LAR is performed daily in our minimally invasive surgical center, but also the 3D laparoscopic operation.

Thirty years ago, Bill Heald, a british surgeon introduced a surgical procedure called total mesorectal excision (TME), entailing an entirely removal of the mesorectum, which was an adipose lymphatic tissue covering the rectum. Afterward, the outcome of rectal cancer resection has been substantially improved. With the development of laparoscopic device, to date laparoscopic total mesorectal excision became an alternative approach to open surgery in patients with rectal cancer. The oncological outcome was also confirmed by several high level evidences. The present video is to describe a laparoscopic low anterior resection approach to remove a part of the rectum containing the carcinoma.
The manuscript has not been previously published or submitted elsewhere for publication and will not be sent to another journal until a decision is made concerning publication by JoVE. 

There are no personal conflicts of any of the authors.

We are very hopeful that our manuscript will meet the publication criteria of JoVE. 

Yours truly,
Prof. Ai-guo Lu
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