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2.3 Before loading the 45-milligram reward pellets, shake the dust off them [1.MED] using a flour sifter.

4.1 In preparation, power up the equipment, ensure that the pellet dispensers are filled with pellets and nsure that the mask is in position in front of the touchscreen.

4.8 During the four seconds, if the rat then pokes the correct area on the screen—in this case it is the right response area—the rat is rewarded with a food pellet, and this is called a hit. If the rat pokes the other response area, this is considered a miss and the rat is not rewarded.

4.9.1 A non-signal trial does not include the light and the rat must poke a different part of the screen to indicate that no signal was detected to earn a reward. A correct response on a non-signal trial is called a correct rejection.

4.9.2 If the ratpokes the other response area on a non-signal trial, this isconsidered a false alarm and is not rewarded. The correct response areas for signal and non-signal trials should be counterbalanced between subjects.

4.10.1 For signal and non-signal trials, a failure to make any response during the response window counts as an omission and is not rewarded

4.12b After running all the trials for the day, [2.CU] thoroughly clean the chambers with 10% ethanol, making sure the floor grid is as clean as possible. 

5.3 An overall measure of attentional performance, the vigilance index or “VI, showed similar measures between the sexes as well. Nor were there sex differences in the low percentages of omissions recorded.

5.5b As expected, there was a main effect for the trial block, with performance declining in block 2 and recovering in block 3. Unexpectedly, females performed significantly worse than males.
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