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United States Department of Agriculture

Research, Education and Economics

Agricultural Research Service


November 6, 2015

To whom it may concern,

Please find enclosed our manuscript entitled “Remote Sensing Evaluation of Twospotted Spider Mite Damage on Greenhouse Cotton.”  The objective techniques described herein would be perfect for the multimedia format pioneered by JOVE.  The spider mites, when viewed up close, are amazing acarides, and the remote sensing techniques that we used to quantify their damage to cotton will be invaluable to entomological researchers.
We conceived the idea for the study when visiting with an entomology colleague of mine. I was explaining to him the value of this new remote sensing technology for detecting plant damage due to herbicide treatment applications.  It was then that he suggested I investigate the use of the sensor for replacing qualitative and laborious evaluations of damage to cotton and other important agronomic plants by spider mites.  I planned the study, oversaw all aspects of data collection and analysis and drafted the resulting senior author manuscript. My co-author conducted the statistical analysis of the data and contributed to the background entomological literature review.
I am submitting this manuscript at the request of Ms. Alison Hamlin. She has been very kind and patient with us as we venture into a new outlet for our research findings. I appreciate your kind consideration of our work.

Sincerely,

Daniel E. Martin, Ph.D.

Research Engineer

[image: image2.png]



Southern Plains Agricultural Research Center

Aerial Aplication Technology Research Unit • 3103 F&B Road • College Station, TX  77845
Voice: 979-260-5020 X584 • E-mail: Daniel.Martin@ars.usda.gov
An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer


