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April 10, 2014 
 
 
Dear JoVE Editorial Board: 
 
Please accept for review our manuscript entitled “A battery of motor tests in a neonatal mouse model 
of cerebral palsy”. I was contacted by Ola Jachtorowicz, Deputy Director of Editorial – Life Sciences 
prior to the Society for Neuroscience in Washington DC this past November. We met at the meeting 
where she asked us to consider submitting this manuscript to JoVE. She has remained in touch with 
us while we prepared and finalized the manuscript. 
 
This manuscript represents a quantitative battery of motor tests for neonatal mice that can be used to 
evaluate mouse models of pediatric neurological and neuromuscular disorders, as well as other 
pediatric diseases. There is a distinct lack of standardized motor tests with which to assess motor 
behavior in pediatric models of disease, thus making cross-talk between investigators difficult. By 
combining neonatal motor tests into one document, with a number scoring system to help determine 
severity and progressiveness of a disease, as well as to determine improvement after treatment, it will 
allow quantitative documentation of neonatal motor diseases and enable researchers to better 
communicate results within a single model. In addition, the included scoring sheet will allow baseline 
deficits to be noted, as well as any changes following treatment or over time.  
 
One of the problems with behavior tests is that the subtle nuances of how to perform a particular test 
do not translate well with just words or static pictures. By having our manuscript with representative 
results using our mouse model of cerebral palsy accepted by JoVE, we can demonstrate proper 
techniques using live neonatal mice and video recording. It will enable researchers to accurately 
perform each test and strengthen the results so that they can be compared between research groups. 
 

 
Thank you for your consideration of our submission, 
 

 
Tanya S. Ferguson, Ph.D. 
 
 
Assistant Professor 
Shriners Hospitals Pediatric Research Center 
Temple University School of Medicine  
3500 N. Broad Street, 6th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19140 
Work: 215-926-9383  Cell: 610-405-8674 
Work: tanyaf@temple.edu  Personal: phillyfergtanya@gmail.com 
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Suggested Reviewers: 
 

1. Peter Kiss, Department of Anatomy, University of Pecs, Szigeti u 12, 7624 Pecs, Hungary. 
Email: peter.kiss@aok.pte.hu 

2. Guillaume Sebire, Department of Pediatrics and Department of Neurology and Neurosurgery, 
McGill University, Montreal, Canada. Email: Guillaume.sebire@usherbrooke.ca 

3. Wenbin Deng, Associate Professor, 653B Shriner's Hospital, Sacramento Campus, UC 
Davis, Sacramento, California, USA. Email: wbdeng@ucdavis.edu. 

4. Zhengwei Cai, Professor, University of Mississippi Medical Center, Mississippi, USA. Email: 
zcai@ped.umsmed.edu. 

5. Marc Jamon, Faculté de Médecine de la Timone, Institut National de la Santé et de la 
Recherche Médicale U1106, Aix-Marseille University, 27 Boulevard Jean Moulin, 13385 
Marseille Cedex 05, France. Email: Marc.jamon@univ-amu.fr. 

6. Maria-Paz Viveros Departamento de Fisiología (Fisiología Animal II), Facultad de Ciencias 
Biológicas, Universidad Complutense, Ciudad Universitaria, C/Jose Antonio Novais 2, 28040 
Madrid, Spain. Email: pazviver@bio.ucm.es. 

 
  
  


