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Dear Editorial Board,

Attached is the submission of the manuscript “Quantitative Detection of Trace Explosive Vapors by Programmed Temperature Desorption Gas Chromatography-Electron Capture Detector” for review and sole publication as an invited, full length article in the Journal of Visualized Experiments. This manuscript presents a remarkably simple method using thermal desorption tubes to establish calibration curves for explosives vapors. We believe this work to be of interest to your readers because we focus on universally applicable sample preparation procedures and utilizing commercial instrumentation for reproducible quantitation of traces explosive vapors, whereas other research has focused on particle detection from wipes, analysis in solution samples, or novel, prototype instrumentation for application-specific analysis. This work is well-suited for JoVE’s unique multimedia format because procedures involving instrument maintenance, sampling methods, and sample analysis are generally provided as text, but these activities are inherently visual, especially when describing location of instrument components and proper, quantitative sampling protocols. 
We have been in close communication with JoVE Editor Elizabeth Sheeley during the writing and submission of this manuscript. She has greatly assisted us during the submission process and with handling corresponding author changes.
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