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Dear Dr. Singh:
     Thank you for the invitation to submit our work to the Journal of Visualized Experiments.  Please find our manuscript entitled, “A technique to screen American beech for resistance to the beech scale insect (Cryptococcus fagisuga Lind.),” attached for your consideration. 

    We feel that the multimedia format of JoVE is an ideal way to publish our protocol.  We are frequently contacted by university researchers, graduate students, state and national forest managers requesting details of our protocol so that they may use if for their own purposes ranging from research to forest management to seed orchard development.  Often we have traveled out of state to hold workshops to teach our techniques through demonstrations. In the current limited budget climate, online access to our protocol through JoVE will be an efficient, cost effective way for interested parties to learn how to perform all the steps involved in screening for beech scale resistant trees.  The combination of the written manuscript with a video should give the same level of visual detail that we provide in our on-site workshops.
     My technician and co-author, David Carey, has worked with me modifying and perfecting the methods we present in our manuscript for several years.  We have worked side by side in the field and in the laboratory carrying out viability assays and resistance screens as part of our research identifying beech bark disease resistant American beech and developing a resistance breeding program.  We have both contributed equally to the development of the described techniques and the attached manuscript.
   We look forward to hearing your response to our submission.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Jennifer L Koch /S/
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