Dear Editor,

We are pleased to send you a manuscript for publication in the Journal of Visualised Experiments, entitled “Fabrication and characterisation of both photonic crystal slow light waveguides and cavities” by Christopher P. Reardon, Isabella H. Rey, 
Karl Welna, Liam O’Faolain and Thomas F. Krauss.

The importance and impact of the work can be summarised as follows:

a) Description of a fabrication protocol that we have developed and optimised over a number of years of experience, and which results in the realisation of state-of-the art photonic crystal structures.
b) Description of a simple and robust measurement technique for the characterisation of the dispersive properties of slow light waveguides.

c) Description of a non-intrusive characterisation method for the determination of the intrinsic properties of photonic crystal micro-cavities.
We believe that the readership from the applied physics and photonics community will find the paper of great interest, as it provides a detailed insight into techniques that are well established within our group and which, we believe, would greatly benefit from a visual demonstration as offered by the Journal of Visualised Experiments.
As potential referees, we can suggest the following high-ranking scientists in the field of photonics:

	Name
	Institution
	Contact

	Anand Srinivasan
	KTH Royal Institute of Technology
	anand@kth.se

	Marc Sorel
	University of Glasgow
	Marc.Sorel@glasgow.ac.uk

	Toshihiko Baba
	Yokohama National University
	baba@ynu.ac.jp

	Jonathan Finley
	Technische Universitat Munchen
	finley@wsi.tum.de

	Susumu Noda
	Kyoto University
	snoda@kuee.Kyoto-u.ac.jp


The authors contributions are summarised as follows: C.P.R. wrote the fabrication section with relevant data provided by L.O’F; I.H.R. wrote the slow light characterisation sections and performed the relative experiments; K.W. wrote the cavities characterisation sections and performed the relative experiments.  Overall, C.P.R., I.H.R. and K.W. contributed equally to this work.  L.O’F. contributed to the development and optimisation of the techniques; T.F.K. is the group leader and provided support and funding.
Best regards,

Christopher Reardon, Isabella Rey, Karl Welna, Liam O’Faolain and Thomas Krauss
