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	0:00 - :28
Morales with Jordan Merecka
	My name is David Morales, I’m a congenital heart surgeon here at Texas Children’s Hospital. Today I have the privilege of introducing Jordan Merecka. He was the first pediatric patient to receive a Total Artificial Heart from a pediatric facility. This is in fact his one year anniversary from receiving that heart which allowed him to be successfully bridged to transplant.
	

	 :28 - :30 
	Shot of the outside of Texas Children’s Hospital
	

	:30 - 
	So, what was it like growing up with a congenital heart defect?
	

	
	It was different in a lot of ways but I lead a normal life really. Most of my friends didn’t know until probably high school.
	

	
	Did you always think that you would have to have a heart transplant?
	

	
	Yes, sir. I mean, I always knew that I would have to get one I just didn’t think it would be this soon. Being connected to the machine [CSS Console] was…it felt like I was on a six foot leash for a couple months.
	

	
	But then you know, when we introduced the Freedom portable driver, that must’ve been like a huge relief to you. A thing that you could actually walk around and didn’t have someone following you.
	

	
	It was nice just to be able to walk outside without having to get my entourage. (Morales laughs)
	

	
	But, I remember the first day we went out of the hospital. I know we were on our way to get some coffee. What did that feel like?
	

	
	It was hot. ( Morales laughs) I didn’t believe y’all until I actually got to go outside. But it was really, really nice. Um, just to be able to be outside and not just look at it from outside my window.
	

	
	It seemed like when you were on the Freedom driver you started moving around more by yourself and being more independent.
	

	
	You can move around and do things on your own that you needed five or six people to help you with when you were, when I was on the Big Blue.
	

	
	So then tell me, what was it like when you first left the hospital and went home?
	

	
	It was a good feeling.
	

	
	You started going fishing, I saw. And you did a little bit of shooting?
	

	
	I did go fishing and shooting (smiling).
	

	
	What were you thinking when you first heard that we had a donor heart?
	

	
	In the beginning I didn’t believe y’all.  (Morales laughs) How happy I was and just thanking God that it had finally come.
	

	
	I think that was a good day for everyone at Texas Children’s Hospital.
	

	2:33 – 2:35
	Shot of outside of building – Texas Children’s Hospital
	

	2:35 – DM with his parents, Suzanne and Jeff 
	I’m here with Suzanne and Jeff Merecka, the parents of Jordan Merecka, and we have some questions for you guys. I was just wondering, so, what was it like for your family to have Jordan on the SynCardia Total Artificial Heart?
	

	
	You know it was definitely a blessing. I mean, Jordan wouldn’t be here today had the SynCardia not been implanted. And, the ability to go home and kind of have a normal family again. That will, you know, from our perspective, that was, you know, the best part of the journey we were on. You know, after six months, seven months, having Jordan back at home. 
	Jeff’s voice needs some eq, add mid and mid bass to his voice so it sounds fuller… a man’s voice. NO EQ for Jordan or Susan.

	
	Do you remember our first conversation when we, when I first introduced the idea of putting this device in?
	

	
	I remember you sitting down and showing us the device and beginning to talk about it and thinking, “Wow, this is just an amazing piece of technology. What a wonderful thing to have here at Texas Children’s,” and I do remember in the back of my head thinking, “This is wonderful, but I doubt we’re going to need that.” He’s on the top of the list, we’ve been here a long time now already and surely a heart will come available and we won’t need that technology. The night of May 21st I believe (May 21st, yeah) um we were so thankful that that technology was available and that you were trained that the SynCardia was here at Texas Children’s ready to you know be used to save Jordan’s life. And so, it was truly a blessing.
	











Susan, “It was Truly a Blessing,” her voice trails off especially on Blessing, Raise the volume so blessing is louder and an upbeat.
Then  let the word blessing have a half second to 1 second of no sound to make impact, if Susan video no good , have Morales smiling as he hears Blessing

	4:02
	What did you feel like when you first saw him?
	

	
	The color that Jordan had, you know, that’s the first thing I remember. Is that he had, you know, the normal color.  Emotional moment, both Suzanne and Jeff look at each other, visibly emotional at the memory of Jordan post implant.
	

	4:14
	Life back in him. He had gotten so sick before um, SynCardia, that um, you know that was the other blessing of SynCardia is that it provided full blood flow instantly. And uh, you know just allowed Jordan’s body to heal. (Jeff wipes a tear away.)
	

	4:31
	And so, what do you think about for Jordan in the future?
	

	
	August 27th is his first day of classes at A&M in Galveston.
	

	
	Wow, that’s great.
	

	
	And he’s in the maritime systems engineering program so we’re excited about that. And he’s excited about that, he’s looking forward to that freedom.
	

	
	I’m excited for him too. I’m sure we’ll stay close friends for a long time.
	

	
	As long as texting is around, yes, I’m sure y’all will. (Everyone smiles.)
	

	5:00 DM with Jordan, Suzanne and Jeff
	So what was it like to have the Total Artificial Heart in terms of how your family reacted to it, not only you guys but you know, your friends and family, especially when you went home with the Freedom driver.
	

	
	It didn’t stop any of his friends from coming around. They would come over and watch movies.
	

	
	And how about your sister? Is she nicer to you now?  No, no. Jordan shakes his head.
	

	
	Things have gotten back a little more normal now that you’re at home. So do you pick up his room more now?  Suzanne  - No, no of course not (smiling).  DM – Same Jordan.
	

	
	No, why make your bed when you’re just going to get back in it?
	

	
	So it doesn’t change the teenager?
	

	
	No, not at all. No, not at all.
	

	
	Well that’s good. Well it’s great to see that you guys really have done so well and you know, as you know you’ll always be part of our family here at Texas Children’s. 
	

	
	 And that’s been another huge blessing in our life. We wouldn’t want to go back and relive anything you know that we went through during those eight months but we wouldn’t want to change anything either because of the blessings that came out of it. So we are very thankful to Texas Children’s and to you Dr. Morales and for all of your love and support as well.
	

	
	We are very thankful from the bottom of our hearts.
	

	
	Jordan, what would you say to another teenager who you know was being introduced to the idea or the potential of getting the Total Artificial Heart?
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	It might seem scary and like, “I don’t know about this” in the beginning but in the long run it’s worth it. 
	

	
	And how about you guys, to the parents, what would you say?
	

	
	To watch Jordan come from being so sick and we knew, you know, his organs were suffering greatly and what we experienced from March to May in that period. And then to be placed on SynCardia and just to watch him get stronger and um, you know be able to do things again, um, on his own and for himself was just a true blessing. 
	

	
	Watching how sick he got, you know, and knowing that, you know, how well he did with SynCardia, you know, and um, I think I would definitely like to have seen, if it were done again, have it put in earlier.
	

	
	I agree, I mean and I think that’s just because, you know, we saw the difference it made.
	

	
	 Right, exactly.
	

	
	End.
	



