Qyana Griffith, MA
Associate Science Editor
Journal of Visualized Experiments – Immunology and Infection
48 Grove Street
Somerville, MA 02144 USA
Email: qyana.griffith@jove.com

[bookmark: _GoBack]
Montreal, January 10, 2012


Dear Ms. Griffith,

Thank you for inviting me to submit a methodology article for publication in the Journal of Visualized Experiments. I would be happy to do so. Please find enclosed a copy of the manuscript “The Bisulfite Genomic Sequencing Protocol” by Jane J. Pappas et al. 

The manuscript discusses the protocol you mention, the Bisulfite Genomic Sequencing protocol (BGS), which I have used extensively over many years and which I have helped improve with the help of my colleagues (co-authors to this manuscript). BGS has gained an incredible amount of popularity worldwide as the method of choice to analyze DNA methylation. However, false positives, uninformative results or altogether failed experiments are encountered more often than not, simply due to the harsh nature of the chemistry behind it. This manuscript carefully describes each key step and a modification that may be used to increase its efficiency when certain problems arise, called the “Multiple Restriction Enzyme Digest Depletion” (MRED). BGS-MRED can increase informative sequencings 10-fold. 

We believe this is a unique opportunity to make the BGS protocol faster, easier and more standardized for all users and we believe this article will be of outstanding interest because:
   
1. BGS is in growing demand in a wide spectrum of disciplines in labs worldwide;
2. BGS is the most powerful and versatile DNA pre-treatment known, adaptable to many other protocols;
3. No such step-by-step Methodology article tackling critical steps exists till now.

We thank you in advance for your time and for your consideration.

The authors declare no conflict of interest. 
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