Interview:
1.1)   	Sharon Talley:  Invasive plants cause substantial harm to both natural- and agro-ecosystems, costing the U.S. more than 34.5 billion dollars annually.  
1.2)  	Sharon Talley:  Molecular methods provide a means to accurately distinguish invasive plants.  Plant identification through molecular diagnostic technologies is critical to protect against the introduction and spread of invasive plants. 
1.3)  	Sharon Talley:  Oplismenus hirtellus ssp. undulatifolius, also known as wavyleaf basketgrass, is a shade tolerant grass that was recently discovered invading the forest understory in the eastern U.S.  Currently it is classified as the same species as our native, Oplismenus hirtellus ssp. setarius and an ornamental variety, O. hirtellus ssp. variegatus.  
1.4)  	Sharon Talley:  Because of the distributions of the invading subspecies and our native are in close geographic proximity, land managers must be able to distinguish between subspecies for eradication attempts to be successful in order to protect our plant resources.
1.5)   	Sharon Talley:  Due to their highly polymorphic nature, these subspecies are difficult to distinguish from one another.  Identification through morphology alone is a trying task even for well-trained plant taxonomists.  
1.6)  	Sharon Talley:  The ornamental seems the easiest to distinguish, as seen here, with red, white, and green stripes, however, it will often revert to an all green form that is difficult to distinguish from the other two subspecies.  
1.7)  	Sharon Talley:  The invasive variety of O. hirtellus can be distringuished from our native by using mature inflorescences.  The invasive variety, undulatifolius, has white stigmas and the native variety, setarius, has dark pink stigmas, while the ornamental variety is sterile and rarely produces inflorescences.  
1.8)  	Sharon Talley:  Another morphological character that can be used when these plants are not flowering is the hairiness of the plant along the leaves and stems.  Oplismenus hirtellus ssp. undulatifolius is very hairy, while the native and ornamental varieties are less hairy.  
1.9)  	Sharon Talley:  Application of this molecular protocol provides a means to identify wavyleaf basketgrass and thus prevent the spread of this invasive plant.
1.10) Leland Cseke: 
1.11)  Leland Cseke: 
Conclusion:
7.1 	Leland Cseke: 
7.2 	Sharon Talley:    We encourage users of this protocol to contact us to report results derived from the use of this protocol.  Such shared information will help provide information on the distribution and spread of wavyleaf basketgrass and help regulators at the USDA make informed decisions and actions.
