





Table 3. Theories about the pathogenesis of the human Chagas diseasea)

	Theory
	Immune resistance
	Pathology
	Concept of disease 
	Proposed mecanism of tissue injuryb)
	Experimental animalc)

	Parasite persistence
	Anti-parasite
	Tissue parasitism
	Lymphocyte infiltrates and lyses of target cells.
	Mechanical rupture of parasitized cells
	Mouse

	Neurogenic
	Anti-parasite
	Lyses of non-parasitized neurons
	Lymphocyte infiltrates and lyses of neurons.
	Parasite neurotoxin
	Mouse

	
Autoimmune
	
d) Anti-parasite

e) Innate immunity

	Lyses of parasite-free target cells
	d) Parasite antigen-dependent autoimmune target cell lyses.
e) Parasite induced, genetically driven autoimmune rejection of target cells.
	d) Cross-reaction due to molecular mimicry

e) Clonal cytotoxicity
	d) Mouse

e) Chicken



a) Attempts to interpret the pathogenesis of Chagas disease in humans and experimental animals;
b) Mechanisms of tissue injury in the mouse model of parasite-antigen dependent autoimmunity, and, c) the chicken model of parasite-induced genetically driven autoimmune Chagas disease;
d) Parasite-antigen dependent autoimmune reactions in the mouse model, and, c) parasite-induced genetically driven autoimmune rejection of target cells in the chicken model o f the human Chagas disease.
