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Dear Dr. Pritsker,
Please find enclosed the viedo article entitled Hamster-to-Rat Heterotopic Cardiac Xenotransplantation Surgical Technique, that we wish to submit for publication in your journal: JoVE.

Although hamster-to-rat heterotopic cardiac xenotransplantation is being widely used as an experimental model, no video detailed description of a surgical technique for this model has ever been provided in the literature. Hence the present video, which provides a thorough, up-to-date description of the surgical method adopted at our Centre for hamster-to-rat heterotopic cardiac xenotransplantation. Efforts have been made to develop a reliable, reproducible experimental model in rodents and the description given here is enriched with “tips” that we learned during a ten year experience process. The surgical procedure is improved and evoluted in our hands since an article where we described the present technique has been published in a paper journal.

The current study was undertaken in compliance with the Italian Animal Act (Law N° 116 of the 27/1/1992) at facilities licensed by the Italian Home Office. None of the authors have any conflict of interest related to the publication of this article.

I hope this video article will meet the requirements of your Journal and thank you in advance for considering it for publication.

Yours sincerely,

Arben Dedja, MD
