Table 5 Application exercise

The following is an example of putting the pieces all together. The results of applying the decision making assessment rubric are applied to 4 students to assess the achievement rate for the student learning outcome.

STEP 1: Application of the rubric.
EXAMPLE: Four (4) students are given an ethical situation in which they are instructed to apply a particular decision making algorhythm for the purposes of assessing their proficiency in application of the algorhythm in a successful manner which is evidenced by the correct decision defined as the most ethical one given the choices. Below is a table of their scores for each category in the assessment rubric:

	Categories →
Students ↓
	Quantitative Score
	Qualitative Score
	Total Score

	Student 1
	1
	0
	1

	Student 2
	0
	1
	1

	Student 3
	1
	0
	1

	Student 4
	1
	1
	2

	TOTALS
	3/4= 75%
	2/4=50%
	5 / 8 = 63%



Step 2: Interpretation of scores
Based on the student learning outcome of, “Utilize ethical decision-making when faced with a conflict in which certain choice(s) appears to violate an ethical standard.” We can interpret the findings from our assessment as follows: 
- 75% of the students met the quantitative criteria of the learning outcome
-50% of the students met the qualitative criteria of the learning outcome
-One of the students met 100% of the desired outcome and 3 students met 50% of the desired outcome. A combined cohort of 4 students met 63% of the desired outcome.

Step 3: Application of rubric to student learning outcome
Based on the findings from the assessment, we can infer the following two issues related to learning and teaching as they relate to the assessed learning outcome:
LEARNING
- Students met the quantitative requirements for decision making 25% of the time more than they did the qualitative requirements for ethical decision making using the particular algorhythm and scenarios.
TEACHING
- Consideration should be given to ways to improve the qualitative aspects of decision making or consideration should be given to ways to modify the rubric to refine it to assess more precisely students abilities to make ethical decisions.

Step 4: Application to course and program evaluation
Based on the interpretation and findings from the application of the rubric to a student learning outcome, we can use this information and apply it to student cohorts in any education setting. Our goal being to continuously refine teaching and assessment strategies to validate learning and translation of knowledge captured in quantitative and qualitative aspects of learning outcome assessments.
