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2.3  Once bacterial samples have been trapped in the filter, they can be transferred to growth plates to determine the types of indicator bacteria present in the water samples. Plating on different media types selects for different bacterial types, and can allow for rapid identification. 

2.4 After growth on culture specific plates, further confirmation of indicator bacteria identities can be carried outusing techniques such as picking colonies into liquid media and using Durham tubes to capture gases, which should only be produced in the presence of fecal coliforms or total coliforms.  Additionally, suspected fecal enterococci can be confirmed by a combination of a positive Gram staining, along with a negative hydrogen peroxide-catalase test.
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